
15-16 May 2008: workshops Political and Legal and Ecclesiastical Reform in Northern 
Europe, c 1780-c.1920 
 
Venue: Meertens Institute, Joan Muyskenweg 25, 1096 CJ Amsterdam; 020-4628500. 
Admission is free for all interested, for more information and registration:  
peter.jan.margry@meertens.knaw.nl 
 
‘The dynamics of religious reform in church, state and society in northern Europe, c.1780-
c.1920’ is an international project involving about 30 scholars from Britain, Germany, 
Scandinavia, Belgium and the Netherlands. Its aim is to re-examine the extent to which the 
state influenced (or failed to influence) religious reform in the period between about 1780 and 
1920. There has been an assumption that it was the change in the church-state relationship 
that was largely responsible for the ecclesiastical reform movement of the nineteenth century, 
and that it was the state that was the principal agent of change, with the national churches 
seen as resisting changes that had to be forced upon them. Recent research across Europe has 
shown that the picture is much more complicated than that; that in some parts of Europe 
ecclesiastical reform was initiated by the churches; and that there were times and places when 
it was the state rather than the church that was hostile to alterations in the status quo. 
 
Organised by the Meertens Institute and the Faculty of Arts of VU University Amsterdam 
 
15 May, 9.00-17.00 hrs:  Political and Legal Reform. This theme will look primarily at the 
pressures placed on the churches of Northern Europe by political and legal developments in 
their respective countries.  
Keith Robbins  9:00 9:45 
Stewart J. Brown  9:45 10:30 
BREAK  10:30 10:45 
Andreas Gestrich  10:45 11:30 
Heinrich de Wall  11:30 12:15 
LUNCH  12:15 13:15 
Lisbet Christoffersen  13:15 14:00 
Emiel Lamberts  14:00 14:45 
BREAK  14:45 15:15 
James Kennedy  15:15 16:00 
GENERAL DISCUSSION  16:00 17:00 
 
16 May, 9.00-16.00 hrs:  Ecclesiastical Reform. This theme will look at the opposite side of 
the coin to the first: the role of the churches themselves in the promotion of reforming 
measures to increase their effectiveness. 
Nigel Yates  9:00 9:45 
Frances Knight/ Peter Nockles  9:45 10:30 
BREAK  10:30 10:45 
Claus Arnold  10:45 11:30 
Klaus Fitschen  11:30 12:15 
LUNCH  12:15 13:00 
Erik Sidenvall  13:00 13:45 
Øyvind Nordeval/ Hallgeir Elstad  13:45 14:30 
BREAK  14:00 14:15 
Joris van Eijnatten  14:15 15:00 
GENERAL DISCUSSION  15:00 16:00 
 


